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The Department of Transportation is proposing to eliminate nearly four dozen deadlines for the 
replacement of various traffic signs, the agency said Aug. 
30. 
 
The revisions to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) mark the second regulatory 
change DOT has taken since the Aug. 23 publication of its final plan for reviewing major rules (3143 
Transportation Watch, 8/24/11). 
 
The DOT move indicates that, as part of its regulatory review, the agency is willing to loosen or eliminate 
certain mandates that industry stakeholders have complained are too expensive or burdensome. 
 
DOT is proposing to eliminate 46 deadlines for the replacement of certain street signs that states and 
localities argued were expensive and unnecessary. The changes are outlined in a notice of amendments 
to the MUTCD scheduled for publication in the Aug. 31 Federal Register; stakeholders have 60 days to 
comment on the new rules. 
 
Replacement Based on Sign Wear 
 
The Federal Highway Administration received over 600 comments-with a number of them opposing the 
strict deadlines-when it proposed new sign standards and deadlines in November 2010 (2958 
Transportation Watch, 11/30/10). 
 
Under the new rules, most signs are only up for replacement when they wear out, but still must conform 
to new reflectivity and text size requirements. 
 
"A specific deadline for replacing street signs makes no sense and would have cost communities across 
America millions of dollars in unnecessary expenses," Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood said in a 
statement. "After speaking with local and state officials across the country, we are proposing to 
eliminate these burdensome regulations. It's just plain common sense." 
 
Replacement deadlines remain for 12 types of signs that DOT called "critical to public safety," including 
"one way" signs at intersections with divided or one-way routes. 
 
The new action is the second regulatory change DOT has unveiled since the release of its final plan for 
the review of burdensome or outdated regulations, prompted by a January executive order from 
President Obama. The same day the final plan was released, DOT announced it would make changes to 
an expensive train safety program that also had drawn criticism from stakeholders. 
 
 


